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Young Nicholas Matthews, seven months old, enjoys his visit with Santa Claus at NECC’s Holiday 
Celebration. The role of Santa is played by retired NECC faculty member Frank Leary. More photos, 


page 12. 


College welcomes in holidays 


Local children get to 
meet Santa and enjoy 
arts, crafts and good 


food 


By LAURENCARROLL 
Contributing Reporter 


The holiday spirit filled the air in 
the cafeteria at NECC. Children 
anxious to see Santa Claus were run- 
ning about, making ornaments at the 
various tables set up by volunteers. 

It was time to celebrate the holi- 
days, as NECC held its annual holi- 
day celebration for the children on 
Dec. 10. 

There was an abundance of 
activities for the kids to indulge in, 
from making their own Christmas 
tree ornaments to tasting treats 
enjoyed by those who celebrate 
Kwanzaa. 

Parents, as well as their children, 
enjoy the fun filled day. 

“Usually we have a lot of people 
here of all ages,” said Jodi Paciulam, 
who works in the student activities 


and orientation department and is a 
student. 

She was running the snowman 
booth with Charles Cherisme, who is 
also an NECC student. Cherisme 
said he loved working the holiday 
party so much last year that he vol- 
unteered again for it this year. 

Dina Brown, the coordinator of 
student activities and orientation, 
also said she had a good time at this 
event. 

“We see a lot of new faces,” said 
Brown. “This seasonal celebration 
started when I got here and it has 
grown ever since,” which she said 
was roughly five or six years ago. 

Stationed at several of the activi- 
ty booths were players from the 
NECC baseball team. The baseball 
players had offered their time to 
enjoy a day with Santa and helping 
children create decorations. 

“The whole baseball team is 
helping out today,” said Jason Olsen, 
a first year student from Salisbury. 

Faces lit up upon the arrival of 
Santa Claus as he entered with jin- 
gling bells and sang in an exultant 
voice “Merry Christmas.” Santa 
came bearing a red sack over his 
shoulder filled with candy canes to 


share with everyone. 

Kids lined up to greet the jolly 
old man and to get photos taken 
while sitting on his lap. The kids 
began rattling off everything on their 
Christmas lists, from a Barbie RV, to 
a fish and everything in between. 

Frank Leary, a retired business 
professor at NECC, was the man 
dressed in red who was having a 
grand time listening to the children’s 
extravagant Christmas wishes. 
Leary, who has been playing the part 
of Mr. Claus for 37 years, said he 
loves every minute of it. 

“Being useful and making people 
smile, those are the two things in 
life,” said Leary. 

Leary said he gets in his Santa 
outfit to light up the faces of children 
all over the place. He clearly loves 
this once a year job, and the children 
loved him at this year’s holiday 
party. 

“I only wish for a hot cup of 
cocoa, or cold milk with a home- 
made chocolate chip cookie and car- 
rots for my reindeer, that’s what I 
love,” said Leary. “Have a Merry 
Christmas!” 


fan 


10 Sports 


A Christmas wish from 
a true Boston sports 


NECC Senate 
elps the poor 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


It may not be a small fortune, but 
$986 makes a big difference to fami- 
lies who have nothing, according to 
NECC Student Senate president 
Danielle Jackson, especially during 
the holiday season. 

The NECC Senate, which has 
only six members for the fall semes- 
ter, sponsored a number of opportuni- 
ties for students of Northern Essex to 
give back to the community. 

Jackson said the club wanted to 
give’something back to the commu- 
nity, and felt that the holidays were a 
good time to do it. 

For Christmas, the Senate held a 
holiday raffle, in which they raised 
$986. 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 

and 

BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


After 27 years of teaching at 
Northern Essex Community 
College, Professor Philip Sittnick 
will be calling it a career at the 
end of the semester. 

Sittnick, 59, who has taught in 
the English department at NECC 
since 1976, announced he will be 
moving on to other interests, such 
as reading, carpentry and pursuing 
literary research. 

“He has always been a gentle- 
man and a gentle man,” said 
NECC English professor Linda 
Desjardins. 

Sittnick said he came to 
Northern Essex in a very round- 
about way. 

He grew up in Connecticut, 
outside of New Haven. At the 
University of Hartford, he 


Farewell to a long 
time professor 


All of the money raised will be 
used to buy toys for the Women’s 
Recourse Centers, which are located 
in Haverhill and Lawrence. 

The Woman’s Recourse Centers 
are assistance centers for victims of 
domestic abuse and their families. 
Jackson said the group will be going 
to buy toys for children ages 6-12, and 
donate half to each of the shelters. 

The money was raised from $1 
raffle tickets Senate members sold in 
and around Northern Essex. Once a 
person bought a ticket, they were 
given the choice of which of the 28 
prizes they wanted a chance to win. 
Some of the prizes were a $60 basket 
of hair and cosmetic products, a $30 
gift certificate to the Longhorn 
Steakhouse and two handheld NECC 


See Senate, page 4 


Professor Philip Sittnick 


received his bachelor’s degree in 
English and  minored in 
Philosophy. He then went on to 
Graduate school at Kansas State, 
where he concentrated on 
American Literature. 

“| like ideas,” expressed 
Sittnick about why he decided to 
concentrate on English. “I espe- 
cially like the way ideas change.” 

After graduating from Kansas 
State, he was hired by the college 
as a temporary full-time English 


See Farewell, page 5 
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How the Observer 


really sees censorship 
Editorial 


Anyone who has ever been seri- 
ous about journalism knows two 


major things, that the suggestion of 


censorship must always be met with 
a swift “No,” and that being accused 
of being censored is a major insult. 

People who have never studied 
journalism do not understand that 
being accused of being censored is an 
insult to the journalist because it is 
implying that that writer is willing to 
compromise the integrity of his or 
her writing. Any journalist worth 
having around would take a major 
stand against having one story cen- 
sored. 

That is why the suggestion that 
the Observer is controlled by the 
administration is ridiculous. The 
Observer is a student newpaper 
which is put out by college students 
for college students. All articles are 
written by college students and edit- 
ed by the staff of the Observer, which 
is made up of NECC students. 

While it is true that the paper is 
overseen by a faculty advisor, no one 
would ever accuse her of being any- 
thing close to a tool of the adminis- 
tration. Anyway all decisions are ulti- 
mately made by the student editor. 

A commonly misunderstood fact 
is that the paper is run by the admin- 
istration. While it is true that the col- 
lege budgets the Observer money 
every year, that does not give the 
higher-ups any power. 

No member of the administration 
sees the paper until it is in print on 


the tables. Also, no contents are 
made available to anyone outside of 
the staff until it has been printed. 

Anyone who has read the NECC 
Observer knows that it is not a paper 
that shies away from criticizing the 
college or the administration. 

Many stories have critiqued the 
actions of administrators and 
exposed mistakes that they have 
made. The paper even went as far as 
to publish the salary of every 
employee of the college, even 
President David Hartleb. If you don’t 
believe it, his salary is $135,000 plus 
expenses. 

To say that the administration has 
never pressured the Observer would 
untrue. But this staff has never fold- 
ed to their pressures. 

That leads to another topic, 
should the paper be censored? 

Many people have given inter- 
views and quotes that they later real- 
ize they should not have said. They 
realize that what they said did not put 
them in a positive light, and blame 
the paper for reporting it. 

Let it be set straight right not, it is 
not the Observer’s job to make any- 
one look good or to keep everyone 
happy. This paper’s goal is to report 
the news as it happens. It reports the 
facts, even if it is clear that it will 
upset someone. If a person makes 
themselves look wrong or incompas- 
sionate in an interview, that is their 
fault. 

This paper does not publish 
offensive stories not because of any 
censorship. It is because it has sound 
morals. 

It does not and never will suc- 
cumb to censorship. 


The award-winning student newspaper 
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Did Al Gore backstab_ 
Joe Lieberman? 


Sean McAllister, Undeclared 

“It is not necessarily backstabbing 
in politics, but either way it depends 
on who you are.” 


Ashley Re, Social Work 

“He did backstab him, you have a 
running mate and now you suport 
someone else, it’s ridiculous.” 


Peter Ahl, Music 
“Al Gore has the freedom to support 
who he wants to.” 


Steve Bartholomew Photos 


Janine Whitteaker, Liberal Arts 
“Yes, it’s pretty mean, | would be 
pissed off.” 


Eric Dionne, Journalism 

“I know Lieberman isn’t happy with 
him, but Gore has the right to do 
whatever he wants.” 


Joe Lerner, Undeclared 


“Yeah, but it’s nasty 
because it is politics.” 


anyways 
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Ladies and gentlemen, this is the 
final funhouse that you will ever 
have the distingushed honor of read- 
ing, as I will be moving on from the 
newspaper to pursue my first real 
love, playing video games. 

Now, for my last article, | wanted 
to talk about something | thought was 
rather funny. That would be the enig- 
ma known as the toothbrush. 

First off, let me say that I have 
never had a cavity in my entire life. 
Lucky as I am, I have only used your 
regular run-of-the-mill toothbrush. 
But I was looking at some of the new 
generation toothbruhes that are on 
the market now and they look like 
something from another planet. 

First, you get these rubber dealies 
on the side, which I’m going to 
assume is for her pleasure. But then 
you get the brushes on all different 
levels for what reason perhaps you 
and I may never know, just like how 
many licks it takes to get to the toot- 
sie roll center of a tootsie pop. This 
question will never be answered, 
because I’m damn sure it’s not there! 

I would like to take this time to 
acknowledge all the “Star Wars” fans 
reading with the absolute worst line 
in the original trilogy. It happens 
when the first Rebel ships are leaving 
Hoth in the movie “The Empire 
Strikes Back.” Well, some Imperial 
officer on the deck informs his supe- 
rior that the first rebel ships are com- 
ing. The supierior says “Good, our 


first catch of the day.” | mean, when 
you hear it you just want to shudder, 
it’s so bad 

Now if | may touch upon the 
recent flu epidemic which has been 
going around. Now, I have been a 
victim, and let me tell you, it was the 


Uncle A 


FUNHOUSE 


worst experience of my life. I was 
puking until I could not puke any- 
more and | felt horrid. But, I mean, 
there is no real reason to get all 
scrared about it, unless your really 
old or you have a young child. The 
thing is, you just really can’t do a 


thing, not even watch TV. As far as 
the flu shots go, I think that if you’re 
in your prime and you don’t usally 
get sick, you should just wait until 
the people who need them get them 
first. 

Ok, so for my last article bonan- 


Fj 
los 


are, ae 
za, Ill also mention ADD and 
ADHD. 

In my mind, these things are just 
made up. I have been told by profes- 
sionals | have it, but I never wanted 
to take the meds they perscribed. 
Look at it this way, everyone is dif- 


Student responds to Observer 
coverage of marriage debate 


Dear NECC Observer, 

In the December 10th issue of 
the Observer, an article, (Students 
debate the meaning of marriage) 
was published concerning the 
Contemporary Affairs Club’s forum 
on homosexual marriage. Following 
my presentation against this ruling, 
your editor David Willis inter- 
viewed me. There are a few errors 
that I wish to point out: 

1) “Citing her religious beliefs, 
she is a devoted Southern Baptist, 
Miller said she believes same-sex 
marriage goes against the meaning 
of marriage, which is not to be 
happy, but to have children.” 


The Observer welcomes 
letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and 
should provide a phone number 
or email contact information. 


My religious beliefs were not 
cited as a defense for my position. I 
did not mention them until another 
student stated that he too had strong 
religious values. What I said was, “I 
would certainly hope that if a 
homosexual couple walked into my 
church, we would welcome them to 
worship with us as congregants.” 
This does not use my religious 
beliefs as a support for my position, 
it simply states what they are. 

2) “She then went on to say that 
single parents of any sexuality are 
also not able to raise children.” 

This quote is incorrect. I said 
that it is best for children to be 
raised by a married, heterosexual 
couple. I did not, not have I ever, 
claimed that single or homosexual 
parents as a group are incapable of 
raising children. 

3) “Miller also said that allow- 
ing gay marriage would be stepping 
on a ‘slippery slope,’ which could 
lead to an increase in the gay popu- 
lation. She said that this ruling 
would encourage more people to 
come out of the closet or to be gay.” 

I said that allowing homosexual 
marriage would be stepping on a 
slippery slope and that it might 
encourage people to come out of the 
closet, but I never said that it would 
encourage people to be homosexu- 
als. 

4) “Miller used outlandish sta- 
tistics, most of which could not be 
confirmed as truth, to describe why 
she believes gay couples should not 


be able to adopt, and are not fit par- 
ents.” 

I gave Mr. Willis my source: 
www. freerepublic.com/focus/news/ 
729054/posts <http://www.freere- 
public.com/focus/news/729054/pos 
ts> . | would be quite interested to 
know how exactly he determined 
my statistics could not be con- 
firmed. If he can prove to me that I 
have quoted erroneous information, 
I apologize for using faulty statis- 
tics. However, Mr. Willis needs to 
remember that the first job of a 
journalist is to get the facts straight. 
Confirming my sources should have 
been a simple job. 


Sincerely, 
Christina Miller 
NECC Student 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 

This paper stands by its staff 
member’s reporting, and has full 
confidence that what was written is 
accurate. 

The website that Ms. Miller 
cites, http://www.freerepublic.com, 
is a clearly biased site that cannot 
be cited as a legitimate news source 
for a news article such as the one 
written. Also, a search of the site 
turned up no statistics that indicated 
the legitimacy of her claims. 

It is this paper’s stance that the 
quotes and facts are correct, and the 
paper has faith in the work of all of 
its reporters. 

—-ED. 


A Tearful Farewell to Funhouse 


ferent and has problems they have to 
get through. When you take this 
medication for this thing, you are in 
essense saying, no | can’t deal with 
this myself. So you become depen- 
dent on these meds which is great for 
the doctors and companies that make 


the stuff. That is probably why there 
has been such a “rise.” I think the 
only real problem people have today 
is not ADD or depression or whatev- 
er they say you have, it’s lack of faith 
in one’s self. 

If people started having more 


confidence in themselves, I highly 
doubt there would be a need for med- 
ications to alter our mood. I some- 
times personally am mistaken for 
being cocky or full of myself. 
However, | do not really think I’m 
better than anyone, on the other hand,# 
I don’t think anyone is better than 
me. It’s a fine line we walk every 
day, dealing with things both interal- 
ly and externally and we are brought 
up in a world where others don’t real- 
ly care. 

I say to hell with them, just treat 
everyone you meet well, regardless 
of anything. To hate indiviuals for no 
good reason is not a a particually fun 
way of going through life. 

Now you may agree or disagree 
with what I have said, but it’s all 
opinion. Just because | said it, does 
not mean its true for you, only for me 
and like minded people. So to wrap 
up this truly lovely time I had writing 
this final Funhouse, | wanted to talk 
about my new video game, its called 
“Intellivison Lives.” It’s incredible 2- 
bit fun for people who loved this 
pretty obscure competitor of Atari 
from the early 80’s. Fun, fun times. 

Well, to end with a quote, | 
would like to end with what I think is 
important for people just like me all 
over the world. 

“CAUTION: Cape does not 
enable user to fly” from a warning 
label on a “Batman” cape. “BAT- 
MAN” COULD NOT FLY ANY- 
WAYS! 


Use common sense 
during this flu season 


How’s 
everyone feel- 
ing? All this 
“ media  atten- 
tion on the 
deadly virus 
has people 
panicked. Did 
you run out 
and get your 
flu shot? 

Every year we are all told that 
certain strains of the flu are heading 
our way, we’re all dreading it, but 
prepare ourselves, and hope the flu 
comes and goes through our bodies 
quickly. 

It’s understandable that every- 
one wants to stay healthy, but, in 


cine doesn’t exactly match the 
strain of flu the doctors are seeing 
so far.” 

The Center of Disease Control 
and Prevention say, “an average of 
114,000 people are hospitalized for 
flu. related complications and 
36,000 Americans die each year 
from complications from the flu.” 
Some of these complications are 
bacterial pneumonia, and dehydra- 
tion. 

The flu shot is intended for 
people over 50 and for young chil- 
dren under the age of 2 years. The 
flu can cause certain medical condi- 
tions to worsen, such as asthma, 
chronic heart conditions and dia- 
betes. People that suffer from these 
diseases usually receive the shot as 
well. 

If your symptoms of the flu are 


ee ae 


It’s understandable that everyone wants 
to be healthy, but, in my opinion, rushing 
off to get a shot that actually gives you the 
flu is a bit extreme. 


my opinion, rushing off to get a 
shot that actually gives you a small 
dose of the flu seems a bit extreme. 
It’s suppose to allow our bodies to 
build antibodies against whatever 
strain of flu that’s headed our way. 
But according to an article on the 
CBS website the Federal Health 
Officials are saying, “the flu vac- 


severe, don,t wait, see your doctor 
right away. Your body can become 
dehydrated rather quickly, especial- 
ly young children. Just try not to 
panic, we don’t usually die from the 
flu. But now that we have been 
made more aware of what is out 
there, heed the warnings, and use 
common sense. 
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CAMPUS BRIEFS 


Several sessions of 
One-Stop Registration 
scheduled in January 


It is not too late to register for 
the spring 2004 semester, which 
begins Jan.20. NECC has planned 
several “One Stop” registration ses- 
sions between now and the begin- 
ning of classes this spring. 

The sessions will allow all stu- 
dents, whether new or returning, to 
have access to support services from 
the academic advising, financial aid, 
learning accommodations and coun- 
seling offices of the college. 
Personnel from those areas will be 
on hand to answer questions and 
offer advice to registering students. 

One Stop Registration sessions 
are scheduled as follows: 

Haverhill Campus, Ourania 

Behrakis Student Center: 

Tuesday, Jan. 6 from 3-7pm 

Wednesday, Jan. 7 from 3—7pm 

Wednesday, Jan. 14 from 3—7 pm 

Thursday, Jan. 15 from 3-7pm 

Tuesday, Jan. 20 from 9am-7pm 

Lawrence Campus Atrium 

45 Franklin Street: 

Thursday, Jan. 8 from 3-7pm 

Monday, Jan. 12 from 3-7pm 

Tuesday, January 13 from 3-7pm 


New US/Hispanic Lit 
Course Offered 


A new class at NECC will 
explore the work of Hispanic writers 
in the United States and challenge 
stereotypes about Latino culture. 

Melina 
Draper, a 
member of the 
English 
department 
faculty who is 
bicultural, will 
teach United 
State s.- 
Hispanic 
Literature at 
the college’s Lawrence Campus on 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 9:15 to 


Melina Draper 


10:30 a.m., beginning the week of 


Jan. 20 and running through May 10. 
Twenty-three percent of the stu- 
dents at Northern Essex are Hispanic 
and that number is much higher at 
the Lawrence Campus, which has 
been designated as a Hispanic 
Serving Institution by the United 
States Department of Education. 

“There is a great need for this 
course at Northern Essex,” says 
Draper. “Students will enjoy having 
a chance to discover the incredible 
literary creativity, imagination and 
diversity among Hispanic writers in 
the United States.” 

For more information on this 
course, contact the Admissions 
Office, 978 556-3000 or Draper at 
978 738-7464 or 
mdraper@nece.mass.edu. 


Covanta Energy 
donates calculators 


NECC recently received a 
$1,000 grant, for the purchase of 
graphing calculators, from Covanta 
Energy, a large scale waste-to-ener- 
gy facility in Ward Hill. 

Ten TI83 Plus graphing calcula- 
tors used by College Algebra stu- 
dents will be purchased by NEC( 
for students to use on a temporary 


basis 


NECC's Mathematics 
Department identified an urgen 
eed among students, who after pa 

their tuition and books found 


were unable to afford the pur 


chase of a calculator 


Senate raises money for needy 


Continued from page | 

radios. The winners were announced 
at the Christmas party which took 
place in the NECC cafeteria on 
Wednesday, Dec. 10. 

Jackson said that, while the con- 
test was not rigged in any way, she 
felt that many of the people who 
won the prizes were people who 
deserved them, and clearly do a great 
deal of work to make NECC what it 
is. 

Many Senate members were 
thrilled and surprised at the amount 
of money they were able to raise. 

“I thought we would raise only a 
few hundred dollars,” said Senate 
secretary Raquel Centeno. “I’m so 
excited about how much we made.” 

Centeno also donated a painting 
she made of an eye, which was raf- 
fled off at the event. 

Darlyn Fox, the Senate treasurer 
said it took a great deal of work to 
raise the money, including walking 
around the campus for four hours 
selling tickets. But it was well worth 
it because of the cause it was going 
to. 

“We had to work really hard,” 
Fox said. “But it’s going to a good 
cause.” 


Fox also said that the amount of 


money earned will be a shooting 
point for future senators and will 
show them what they really can 
accomplish. 

Jackson mentioned the 


amount of work that was involved, 


also 


including calling businesses up to 
three times, asking for donations and 
often having to drive to the many 
locations to ask for their help and to 
pick up the donations. But Jackson 
said it was all worth it 


“The easy part is doing it,” 


Jackson said. “The harder part is 
looking at the people you are helping 
out and thinking you could have 
helped them more.” 

While Jackson said she was 
excited about being able to help out 


and make some needy people’s lives 
feel a bit more normal, she said that 
it was often difficult for the group 
because they wished they could do 
more. 

For Thanksgiving, the Senate 
was able to collect 11 boxes of 
canned goods for a shelter. Jackson 
said that she was amazed how much 
of a difference the small amount of 
food made. 

“It’s so humbling to drop off 11 
boxes of canned good and see tears 
in people’s eyes, because it means so 
much to them,” Jackson said. “I just 
thank God I’m not waiting for 
canned goods.” 

Jackson and the rest of the 
Senate wanted to stress that any 
donation, even a dollar was very 
helpful, because every little bit 
counts. 

Jackson said she was a bit upset 
with the amount of participation, 
pointing out that if every student at 
NECC had donated just one canned 
good or one dollar, it would have 
amounted to thousands. 

She said that the success of the 
student Senate is a tribute to how a 
few students really can make a dif- 
ference. She also said that it helps 
show employee of the college that 
really do care that they are not alone, 
and members of the next generation 
will make a difference. 

Jackson challenged many stu- 
dents at NECC to get out and make a 
difference and not always spend so 
much time stressing over their 
grades. 

“You can get a degree or an edu- 
cation,” Jackson said. “A degree is a 
piece of paper, an education is a 
life.” 

The Senate already has a number 
of things planned for the next semes- 
ter. 

When the college returns to 
classes in February, the Senate will 
be selling water bottles to raise 
money to buy books for children. 


David Willis photo 


From left, Senate treasurer Darlyn fox, president Danielle 
Jackson and secretary Raquel Centeno pose for a picture in 
front of the display for their raffle on Wednesday, Dec. 10. 


They will also be sponsoring a 
$500 to $1000 scholarship in April. 

Jackson said she is especially 
happy about what the Senate was 
able to accomplish in the fall semes- 
ter due to where they began. 

She said that going into the 
semester, none of the six members 
had any experience in the Senate. 
Jackson said there was also no tem- 
plate for what to do, so they had to 


dive in and hope they were doing the 
right thing. 

She said the club was going to 
send thank you cards out to people 
who did a large amount for the 
fundraiser. 

“We shouldn’t let the small 
things in life be forgotten,’ Jackson 
said. 


English Department 


Honors Writers — 

NECC student Kionys 
Cabrera, far left, receives a 
writing award and flower 
from Professor Suzanne 
VanWert at the Fall 2003 
Writing Awards Ceremony on 
Friday, Dec. 12. 

The ceremony, sponsored 
by NECC’s Department of 
English and Foreign 
Languages, honored nomi- 


nated students from both 
English Composition | and Il. 
Each student nominated was 
rewarded with a certifcate of 
excellence. 

VanWert and Professor 
Linda Desjardins co-chaired 


the event, which drew a 
packed house of students, 
parents, faculty and adminis- 
trators to Lecture Hall A in 
Spurk. 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


GOP congressman 
calls for hearings into 
Halliburton fuel charges 


RENO, Nev. (AP) A 
Republican congressman has joined 
Democratic calls for hearings on 
allegations that Halliburton Co. 
charged up to $61 million too much 
for delivering gasoline to Iraqi citi- 
zens under a no-bid contract. 

Rep. Jim Gibbons, R-Nev., 
called the allegations “an absolute 
outrage” and said he wants the 
House Armed Services Committee 
to hold hearings early next year on 
Halliburton, Vice President Dick 
Cheney's former company. 

“If these allegations which 
were found in a Pentagon audit of 
government contracts is true, then 
it's time for Halliburton to break out 
its checkbook and refund American 
taxpayers,” Gibbons said. 

Gibbons, a committee member, 
said he's the first Republican mem- 
ber of Congress to call for congres- 
sional hearings of the company. 

Halliburton has received more 
than $2.2 billion so far under an oil 
reconstruction contract. 


CDC reprioritizes list of 
those needing flu shots 


WASHINGTON (KRT) As 
serious outbreaks of flu spread to 
11 more states and vaccine short- 
ages continued, federal health offi- 
cials last week bumped as many as 
103 million people lower on their 
priority list for flu shots. 

Healthy children and adults 
who live with people at higher risk 
for flu, people between the ages of 
50 and 65, and health care and 
nursing home workers are no 
longer being urged to get shots if 
they live in areas with vaccine 
shortages, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta. 

That leaves 83 million people 
at the top of the priority list for 
shots. They are people with chron- 
ic illnesses, people aged 65 and 
older, infants between 6 and 23 
months, and women who are more 
than three months pregnant. 


Woman claims she is 
secret, mixed-race 
daughter of Thurmond, 
notorious segregationist 


LOS ANGELES (AP) A 78- 
year-old retired schoolteacher is 
coming forward after years of 
silence to claim she is the illegiti- 
mate mixed-race daughter of the 
late Sen. Strom Thurmond, her 
attorney said Saturday. 

Essie Mae  Washington- 
Williams, who lives in Los 
Angeles, had long been rumored 
to be the daughter of the one-time 
segregationist, who died June 26 
at the age of 100. She is coming 
forward now at the urging and 
encouragement of her children, 
attorney Frank K. Wheaton said. 

Williams told The Washington 
Post that Thurmond privately 
acknowledged her as his daughter 
and had provided financial support 
since 194]. 


Yearly assesment to 
be given to colleges 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Much like its students, who must 
take an evaluation test before being 
allowed to take classes, NECC will 
soon be required to go through a 
yearly assessment by the state and 
the Board of Higher Education. 

NECC President David Hartleb 
explained that in 1997, the legisla- 
ture passed a statute, which said that 
the Board of Higher Education, or 
BHE, had to set a performance eval- 
uation for state colleges. This statute 
contained nine criteria the state 
wanted to be measured 

In 2002, the BHE was given a $3 
million grant to develop a data dri- 
ven system and hired consultants to 
get the evaluation process going, 
Hartleb said. 

As a result, NECC and all other 
Massachusetts community colleges 
must take part in a test, which mea- 
sures how the college matches up 
with the state’s requirements in dif- 
ferent areas, called the “Community 
College Key Performance 
Indicators.” 

Within the nine criteria set by the 
state, there are 29 areas of assess- 
ment. Hartleb explained that the state 
has plans to someday tie the results 
to the amount of funding a college 
receives, with the best getting the 
most and the worst getting the least. 

One of Hartleb’s criticisms of the 
assessment that it is too long, 
because so many areas are over- 
whelming. He said that no more than 
12 should be used, and that the cur- 


rent test could be cut down without 
losing much. 

“| don’t think some of these indi- 
cators are important,” Hartleb said. 

The colleges are assessed on 
areas such as annual course comple- 
tion rates, institutional support costs, 
the percentage of minorities in the 
college and the success of students 
after they leave the college. 

Hartleb said that the community 
college presidents are very skeptical 
about many areas of the assessment, 
which collects raw data from the col- 
leges, such as the names and social 
security numbers of all students and 
develops their own conclusions on 
how the college is running. 

One of the areas that concerns 
Hartleb is that some indicators do not 
apply to all colleges in the same way. 

An example, Hartleb said, is the 
way the BHE looks at the enrollment 
increase. 

Hartleb stated the BHE only 
counts students once per year for 
enrollment numbers, and students 
who return for the spring semester do 
not count towards the increase. 
Hartleb explained that NECC counts 
a student who is returning for the 
second semester as a raise in enroll- 
ment. 

According to Hartleb, the results 
from the assessment which was 
given last semester showed that the 
college’s enrollment increased only 
about 18 students from the fall 2002 
semester to the spring 2003 semester. 
To the state, it seems the college is 
inaccessible, but Hartleb said he is 
happy students are returning. 


Another region the college 


scored poorly on in the last assess- 
ment was in graduation numbers. 

From 1997 to 2001, the number 
of students graduating from Northern 
Essex declined. While the state 
viewed that as a problem in gradua- 
tion rate, Hartleb attributed the prob- 
lem to a drop in enrollment from 
1995 to 1998, when enrollment 
dropped 20 percent. “You can’t grad- 
uate people if enrollment is down,” 
Hartleb said. 

But despite the issues, Hartleb 
believes that the college will do very 
well when the assessment has real 
consequences for FY’2005. 

He said NECC is about average 
in most categories, and exceptional 
in a few. 

One of the major areas he said 
the college will do above average on 
is the percentage of minorities 
enrolled at the school compared to 
the percentage of minorities in the 
area. 

“We have a very high number of 
minorities relative to the population 
of the area,” Hartleb said. “We will 
do extremely well in that area.” 

He also said the college will do 
better than most in the area of not for 
credit workforce development. 
Hartleb said that the college has a 
huge “non-credit workforce develop- 
ment program” at night. 

He did say that the college is also 
not doing well in the area of nursing 
exam pass rates. NECC is at 84 per- 
cent, and the state’s standard is 90 
percent. But he explained that 
NECC’s goal is to raise it up to at 
least 90 percent very soon. 


NECC says farewell to Sittnick 


Continued from page | 

professor. Since the college was 
not allowed to hire him permanently, 
he worked without a contract, only 
being brought back every individual 
semester. 

In 1973 he and his wife Jane, 
who he married in 1966, returned to 
Connecticut and then moved to 
Newburyport, Massachusetts where 
they “discovered Plum Island.” 

Sittnick explained at that time, 
there were no teaching jobs available 
in higher education, so he resorted to 
odd jobs, such as carpentry, working 
on a farm and serving as a bank 
courier. 

Finally in 1976, he discovered 
NECC and was hired into the English 
department. 

In his time at Northern Essex, he 
taught a variety of English-related 
classes, such as English Composition 
parts one and two, as well as 
American Literature one and two. 

He also added the Short Story 
course to NECC’s Literature program 
in the 1980's. 

“I really like teaching Comp. 
one,” said Sittnick. 

Sittnick said he preferred Comp. 
one because he enjoyed teaching the 
writing of research papers instead of 
the content of Comp. two. 

He stated that his favorite class to 
teach over the years was Literature 
One. He mentioned the reason he 


enjoyed teaching the class was 
because of the philosophy it con- 
tained. 

“Lit. two is more depressing,” 
Sittnick said humorously. “We get 
into World War | and civilization 
went down the tubes.” 

Sittnick explained he is retiring 
to pursue his other loves. 

While nothing is set in stone, 
Sittnick is hoping to spend time at the 
University of Connecticut research- 
ing the poet Charles Olson, who was 
originally from Gloucester, 
Massachusetts. 

Much of Olson’s wiring is kept at 
UConn, where he was writing before 
he died in 1970. 

Sittnick also added he is looking 
forward to going to his cabin in 
Bethel Maine. The cabin, which he 
began building in 1988 is two miles 
deep in the woods and has no elec- 
tricity or running water. The cabin is 
also a good outlet for his interest in 
carpentry. 

He expressed his excitement 
about spending more time reading 
and writing poetry, having had his 
works published in the past. 

Another activity he is looking 
forward to spending more time with 
is working on his 1964 Land Rover 
Jeep. He explained that after purchas- 
ing the antique car, he disassembled 
it, bought a brand new frame and 
then rebuilt the car around it. 


Sittnick stressed his biggest fear 
of retiring is not having a set sched- 
ule that told him what he had to do 
and where he had to be every day. 

“It’s really going to test my self 
discipline,” Sittnick said. 

He said things he will miss most 
about his job are his colleagues and 
the students. 

“| think I’ve learned something 
from every colleague that | sat down 
and talked to,” he said. 

While he stated it could be an 
exhausting job, Sittnick explained he 
is going to miss teaching and work- 
ing with students. He still keeps in 
touch with some of his former stu- 
dents, including one he taught in the 
1980's. 

“He’s an oasis of calm in our epi- 
center of stress,” Desjardins said. 

Sittnick seemed proud he has 
kept a low profile. He said he 
believed in hard work and never 
wanted to be public with his accom- 
plishments. 

“lve never been one for the 
limelight,” Sittnick said. 

While he is leaving as a full-time 
teacher, he said that he fully intends 
to return in a year or so to teach a 
class or two. 

“Pve always been thankful for 
Northern Essex,” Sittnick said. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Iraqis celebrate 
Saddam’s capture, 
criticize stain dictator 


put on Arab honor 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) 
Saddam Hussein should have put 
up a fight or committed suicide, 
stunned Iraqis said Sunday after 
watching images of their fallen 
leader, haggard and humiliated, in 
American custody. 

As news of his capture spread 
across the country, celebratory 
shooting erupted in Baghdad's 
streets, soldiers cheered and vic- 
tims of his tyranny thanked the 
United States. Many said it marked 
a new beginning for Iraq. 

But for some, his capture was a 
blow to hopes for Saddam's tri- 
umphant return, and his peaceful 
surrender was seen as a stain on 
Arab honor. 

“He swore before the war that 
Iraqis would fight America, and 
then he didn't fire a single shot," 
said Kassem Shelshul, a 28-year- 
old chauffeur living in Baghdad. 

Mostly, people were shocked 
that the man they feared for three 
decades was hiding in a hole and 
gave up without a fight. 

“For the last 35 years Saddam 
Hussein presented himself as a lion 
against the Americans and the West 
and now today they found him like 
a mouse,” said 

Some called Saddam a coward 
for getting caught. Others were 
glad he didn't die a martyr. 

“He killed my son Mohammed 
and he tortured his people,” said 
Halem a-Jassen, 40, as she cele- 
brated in the street. “Thank God for 
the United States.” 


Afghan officials hope 
Saddam capture helps 
in search for Bin Laden 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
Afghan officials hailed the cap- 
ture of Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein, saying Sunday that the 
blockbuster arrest could help 
dampen support for a burgeoning 
insurgency here, and might even 
make it easier to catch the 
world's other top fugitive—al- 
Qaida mastermind Osama bin 
Laden. 

“This is obviously good news 
for the people of Iraq who suf- 
fered for so long under Saddam's 
tyrannical regime and it is a 
warning to all the other outlaws 
who are at large like bin Laden, 
(Taliban chief) Mullah Omar and 
(renegade warlord) Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, who hopefully soon- 
er or later will be brought to jus- 
tice,” Omar Samad, a spokesman 
tor the Afghan Foreign Ministry, 
told The Associated Press. 

Bin Laden is believed to be 
hiding in the mountainous no 
man's land between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, possibly feeding off 
the support of deeply conserva- 
tive tribal villagers who share his 
hardline vision of Islam. 

That support, and the moun- 
tainous conditions, have helped 
him elude one of the largest drag- 
nets in history. 
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By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Despite weather reports of anoth- 
er ominous nor’easter, the NECC 
Performance Ensemble and Chorus 
held its long awaited Winter Concert 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 14 in the 
Harold Bentley Library Conference 
Center. Many attended the event, 
which was rescheduled from last 
week’s giant snowstorm. 

Under the direction of NECC 
Music Professor Michael Finegold, 
the Performance Ensemble conduct- 
ed numerous covers of rock songs, 
such as Queens of the Stone Age’s 
“No One Knows” and Jimi Hendrix’s 
“Red House.” Electrifying live bands 
with guitars, bass, keyboards and 
drums made up these performances. 

“This is a very talented group, 
they picked pieces with very good 
choice and learned every part of 
them. It’s sometimes complicated to 
do that. I really feel good about this 
generation and the music they pick,” 
Finegold commented to the audience 
about the Ensemble. 

NECC’s Chorus accompanied 


Jake Cacciatore rocks out with 
his guitar. 


the Ensemble as well at the concert. 
Choral Director Sabrina Quintana’s 
group of NECC students sung mov- 
ing pieces at the show’s conclusion. 

Such a song was composer Aaron 
Rosenthal’s “Voices of Terezin,” 
written from a collection of poems by 
children jiving in a concentration 
camp in Prague in 1942. It was a 
haunting performance which capti- 
vated the audience. Lines were sung 
such as “That butterfly was the last 
one, butterflies don’t live in here, in 
the ghetto.” 

Parts from the famous “Guys and 
Dolls” play were sung as well. The 
NECC Chorus danced along the front 
of the room, moving to the music. 
Each member had a set of lines to 
sing along with a traditional New 
York accent. Scarves, hats and news- 
Papers were worn and used to recre- 
ate the scenes of the play. 

Before the Performance 
Ensemble played, solitary guitars, 
amplifiers and a drum set laid in front 
of an anticipating audience. 

Their set opened up with an 
intense, loud version of QOTSA’s 
“No One Knows.” Adam Lentine’s 
drums crashed as bass work by Jesse 
Mello boomed in the background. 
Guitarist Jake Cacciatore shredded a 
constant riff throughout the song, 
creating a great beat. Vocalist Matt 
Manning sounded almost exactly like 
Queens of the Stone Age lead singer 
Josh Homme. He danced around his 
microphone stand almost shaman- 
like and in the style of the Scott 
Weiland of the now-defunct Stone 
Temple Pilots 

Another standout cover by the 
Ensemble was guitar legend Jimi 
Hendrix’s blues song “Red House.” 
During the performance, guitarist 
John Appleby greatly helped recreate 
Hendrix’s bluesy sound with tum- 
bling solos with reverb on his effects 
pedal. Charles “Chuck” Berry 
howled his lungs out to the lyrics, 
shaking his head back and forth as 
the band played on. 

“There’s nothing quite like the 
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Bill Donovan photos 


A wide variety of live music was performed and a happy crowd was on hand for the performance 


of the NECC Winter Concert. 


blues,” Berry said to spectators dur- 
ing the piece. 

Both the Ensemble and Chorus 
were enthusiastic to their audiences. 


With each round of applause given to 
them, they smiled and congratulated 
one another. They all looked like 
they enjoyed what they were doing 


and showed it during their numerous 
energetic performances. 


The good deed I did for Christmas 


‘ACY CARIGNAN — 


Remember 
when you used 
to watch 
Christmas 
movies and see 


how Santa 
comes down 
your chimm- 


ney and magi- 
cally gives you 
what you've 


always wanted? 

Now imagine being a single 
mother living paycheck to paycheck 
with just enough money for food 
and rent. 

How in the world do you tell a 
five-year-old that Santa forgot about 
him? You can only imagine what a 
child like that goes through as he 
thinks he wsa bad all year and Santa 
skipped over him. 

Every year millions of families 
around the world struggle to give 


their kids a nice Christmas. 
However, for single mothers, some- 
times Christmas just doesn’t come. 

The Giving Tree Foundation has 
adopted millions of families over 
the years and found ways to make 
Christmas happen for certain kids. 
These are families that have been 
through physical and emotional vio- 
lence and just need a warm heart to 
make their holidays a time to 
remember. 

This year through the Giving 
Tree, | have adopted two brothers, 
five and seven years old. Both chil- 
dren came with a Christmas list. 

The list contained a few things 
the children are in desperate need of, 
a few other things they would love 
Santa to bring them and a couple of 
books to get them on the right track 
again. 

In terms of giving to others, 
many people might be afraid of their 
own financial issues. | am only 19 
years old, | don’t get paid that much 
an hour, and | have a huge family to 
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Make this holiday a time to remember 
for a child who deserves a nice 


Christmas. 


buy for. But if everyone could just 
get one less gift under the tree this 
year, we could give some children 
an amazing Christmas. 

I was able to buy my two boys 
everything on their Christmas lists. 

The boys were in desperate need 
of some nice warm clothes for the 
winter. With the help of my family, I 
was able to buy them each a nice 
winter jacket, snowpants, boots, 
hats, gloves, and some nice warm 
outfits to go to school in. I also 
picked up warm pajamas, slippers 


and loads of toys they specifically 
asked for. 

When the deadline comes, I 
send the gifts back to the Giving 
Tree Company. I have no idea of the 
names of my two children because 
some families are in hiding and try- 
ing to start new lives away from 
abusive fathers and husbands. 

BUT... I do get to send a camera 
along with my packages and the 
mother can take pictures on 
Christmas morning as her children 
enjoy their gifts, She will send the 


camera back to me and I will be able 
to have pictures to see the smiles on 
their faces. 

If everyone could open their 
hearts up this holiday and give a lit- 
tle of their time to unfortunate chil- 
dren, we could give them at least 
something to open up on Christmas 
day. 

Every child deserves a gift on 
Christmas morning. It is not their 
fault nor do they understand the 
financial issues with their mothers. 
No child should wake up Christmas 
morning wondering why Santa for- 
got about him. 

If you would like to adopt a 
child for Christmas please check out 
thegivingtreefoundation.org. 

Please understand that if you 
adopt a child, whatever you give 
them is all that they get for 
Christmas. Make this holiday a time 
to remember for both you and your 
family and a child who deserves a 
nice Christmas. 
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TV’s best comedy reveale 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Ever get the feeling that there is 
nothing original on television any- 
more? 

Well, the reason for that is sim- 
ple. For the most part, there isn’t. 

But there is one saving grace. A 
sitcom that is so original that it can- 
not by compared to anything that has 
ever been on the airwaves, and that is 
“Scrubs.” 

Scrubs, which airs on NBC at 9 
p-m. on Thursdays, combines _ irrev- 
erent comedy with a certain amount 
of social commentary, with a cast 
that is unmatched on television. 

The show revolves around JD, or 
John Dorian, a third-year doctor at 
Sacred Hearts Hospital. 

While watching the show, view- 
ers are transported back and forth 
between actually events in the show 
and JD’s mental interpretation of 
what is going on. 

When met with a situation, view- 
ers first see an outlandish version of 
a possible outcome in JD’s imagina- 
tion, and then they see what actually 
happens. JD’s wild imagination also 
comes into play when he is asked a 
serious question, first imagining a 
crazy response before saying a real 
answer. 


JD, played by Zack Braff, is 
joined by an eclectic group of char- 
acters that make Scrubs the show that 
it is. 

His main accomplice is college 
buddy Chris Turk, played by Donald 
Faison. Turk, a surgeon, is JD’s 
opposite in every way. While JD is 
portrayed as a clumsy geek, Turk is 
suave and often must help his friend 
get out of tough situations. 

Another member of the group is 
Turk’s fiancée, nurse Carla, por- 
trayed by Judy Reyes. Carla exagger- 
ates the role of the sassy Latina 
woman who doesn’t take any crap. 
But she is a very dedicate friend to 
the group. 

Rounding out the younger group 
is JD’s love interest, the socially 
awkward Elliott, played by former 
“Roseanne” star Sarah Chalke. 
Elliott is a good doctor, but often 
falls apart in key situations because 
she has very little confidence in her- 
self. Since the show’s beginning, she 
and JD have had an on-again off- 
again romance, in which Elliott 
throws herself at him, only to later 
say they are just friends, always to 
JD’s dismay. 

The young group of doctors are 
watched carefully by crude but 
warmhearted Dr. Perry Cox, played 
by veteran actor John C. McGinley. 
Dr. Cox uses tough love to mentor 


mainly JD, who he famously refers to 
with assorted girl’s names. He can be 
cruel to his protégée, but when need- 
ed, he always has a word of advice. 
Cox’s nemesis is head doctor 
Bob Kelso, portrayed by Ken 
Jenkins. Kelso is a mean-spirited 
doctor who never misses a chance to 
put down a younger doctor in hopes 
of breaking their spirit, and resents 
the renegade tendencies of Cox. 
Then there is JD’s arch nemesis, 
the Janitor. The nameless character 
tortures JD whenever possible, but is 
nice to everyone else. Although he 
has spread to Turk in more current 


episodes. He serves as somewhat of 


an anomaly, rarely revealing any- 
thing about his life. 

The show consists of a great deal 
of slapstick comedy, with mainly JD 
or Elliott being the victim of unfortu- 
nate circumstances. 

The show often takes a look at 
the more humorous side of the hospi- 
tal, with the characters dealing with 
comical patients and annoying 
coworkers, such as “The Todd.” 

They also take a silly look at the 
love lives of the doctors, with JD 
never being able to handle a romantic 
situation. 

These elements may seem 
cliched, but it is the way they are 
done that makes them original. 

The show also contains an ele- 


ment of social commentary, as they 
address the often difficult lives of 
doc t rs. 

irom patients dying, to mistakes 
mac : with patients, to feeling inade- 
quate with their lives and work, 
Scrubs holds no punches. They are 
not afraid to leave the comic struc- 
ture to address an issue. The writers 
and actors are also skilled enough to 
have both drama and comedy during 


the show, or even at the same time, 
letting the viewer decide whether to 
be touched or amused . 

There is no way to truly describe 
this show. It is simply genius, with 
great writing and a great mix of 
proven actors and up-an-coming per- 
formers. If you want something dif- 
ferent and are tired of the same old 
mindless “Who’s sleeping with who” 
humor, tune into Scrubs. 


So long and thanks for 


all the fish 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


After two and 
a half semesters 
hogging the job, I 
thought it would 
only be fair to let 
someone else 
take over being 
A&E editor. 
Although Id still 
like to contribute 
to the paper, I 
really desperately 
need to go and 
get a “real” job. 

I have had an interesting time working 
with all of the Observer staff. Here’s a short 
list of some things I’ve learned. 

1) Don’t judge people on their appearance 
or stereotypical-seeming outside personality. 
Turns out I had a lot more in common with all 
of you than I ever thought | would. 

2) Food is bigger in Texas than it is here, 
and it’s more expensive. 

3) Hotel rooms don’t usually store ironing 
boards in the wall. 

4) If there is a deadline but no one follows 
it, does it really exist? 

5) The Simpsons are a universal conversa- 
tion topic. 

I would like to thank all of you for putting 
up with my moodiness, my lateness, my 
obsession with “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” 
my frequent crying, my pictures of glam rock 
guys cuddling and my anglophilia. 

I will miss the camaraderie, the free food, 
and the power trip I get from controlling a sec- 
tion of a newspaper. I will certainly miss the 
fun of Quark Xpress and getting up at 7 a.m. 
on a Saturday to make it here by 9. Okay, so I 


never made it here by 9, but it’s the idea. 

Of course, I will miss my wonky mouse. 
Why won’t this stupid thing WORK? 

It’s so sad that someone else will now 
have to deal with the endless music reviews 
cranked out by the J1 classes, especially those 
charming two-paragraph “stories.” 

And because this semester, I haven’t got- 
ten through an issue without mentioning the 
name David Bowie, let’s just see if I can 
make it this time.. oops. So, I'd like to close 
out with a quote from the rock god himself. It 
has nothing to do with anything, | just really 
like it and it’s from one of my all time favorite 
Bowie tunes, “Changes”: 


“And these children, 
That you spit on 
As they try to change their worlds 
Are immune to your consultation 
They're well aware 
What they're going through.” 


Basically he means, you can’t tell kids 
anything and they aren’t listening anyway. 
Why? Because they’re really not as stupid as 
you think they are. He wrote the song when 
he was hardly more than a kid himself. 

It applies on a personal level too, because 
I’ve always thought of myself as a person who 
knows what’s best for herself and I don’t 
appreciate other people trying to tell me what 
I want or need. Especially when it comes to 
what I do or don’t already know. 

It’s the reason why this semester, a cer- 
tain English class and | turned out to be so 
incompatible. I’m sorry that didn’t work out. 
But it wasn’t up to you to decide whether I 
belonged there or not. 

Anyway, I have enjoyed working on “The 
Observer” for such a long time. 


A quick summary 
of Pop culture 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Since it’s my last issue as A&E edi- 
tor, I'd like to take this time to summa- 
rize my feelings about various 
Entertainment topics. 

Most Underrated Female Singer 

Britney Spears. No, seriously. We’re 
all still talking about her, aren’t we? She 
can’t sing all that well but she definetly 
knows how to get our attention. 

Most Underrated Male Singer 

Lou Reed. This man deserves a lot 
more credit than he tends to get for the 
formation of current music trends. Half 


the bands played on the radio today 
wouldn’t be the same if he’d never 
picked up a guitar. 

Best Band You’ve Never Heard 


The Velvet Underground. Their 
albums did horribly, critics hated them, 
people threw things at them when they 
performed, and all the band members 
hated each other by the end. And yet.. 
without them there would have been no 
Ramones, no Blondie, and no Smashing 
Pumpkins, to name just three bands that 
owe these weirdos. 

Most Phony Celebrity 

Avril Lavigne. The fact that she’s 
not a punk has nothing to do with her 
clothing, or hair or what bands ‘she’s 
heard of. It doesn’t matter that she does- 
n’t understand the history of her own 
genre of music. Punk is really about 
realism and self reliance. Someone else 
writes her songs, dresses her and tells her 
what to say. There’s nothing worse than 
someone pretending to be real. 


Best TV Drama 
Watching 

“Joan of Arcadia.” Engaging stars, a 
non sappy attitude and a fresh but non 
offensive approach to religion. 

Best TV Sitcom You’re Not 
Watching 

“Scrubs.” This is truly original com- 
edy, people. 

Best Teen Movie from the 80s 

“The Breakfast Club.” John Hughs 
directed this 1984 drama about five 
teenagers stuck in a Saturday detention. 
Points are made about high school life, 
being a teenager and the generation gap 
that are still true today. 

Best Teen Movie of the 90s 

“Cruel Intentions.” A teen movie that 
has the kids dressed in classy clothing, 
speaking correct English and with a 
refreshing lack of bathroom humor. 

Most Obnoxious New Trend 

The “metrosexual.” Real men don’t 
embrace personal hygiene, care about 
their hair or attempt to dress well. Men 
who do are gay. So therefore we have to 
think up a new term for straight guys 
who care about their appearance? If 
Americans really think that way there is 
something seriously wrong with our 
views on gender and sexual orientation. 

Creepiest New Song 

“Invisible” by Clay Aiken. 

“What ya doin’ tonight?” he breathes 
like a frightening stalker. “Are you real- 
ly alone?” 

Later he wonders “If I was invisible, 
I could just watch you in your room.” 

Yeah, and I can call 911. 


You’re Not 


L 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT L\ > Ee (ni O2003 
HEL LW CrRroeminG 


To BE Honest 
THINK , 
ce ee aed I stusT Oon'T Have 
ANY FEELINGS OT ALL 
FoR You ANYMoRE, 
P\ 


GREETINGS, ALIEN BeAuUTY! 

I PROCLAIM you My SPACE QUEEN. 

SeT youR COORDINATES FoR THE 
PLANeT FREDDY. 


DMM IOTY AYA nB EPL GD BAVHNGMHS S9BF 4093 Iww foel tha) 


Lucy began to suspect the presence of a 
“Star Trek” convention somewhere in the hotel. 


THEN WHATS THE 
PROBLEM? WE 
AGREE ON EveayTHWs, 


ACROS: 
$ Bored ; \ [eEASh Coed 
>. Travel te work pad a 
5 1 
ee tee all HL HE FP 
1a Eraternent ball HN DE 
1? Colcring Se" 
V Gaveaike Nal a 
R : fr & 
' ~~: ieee Color property nae eee 
“never thought it quid apen t to me. It was 2 Incian city Bene wae 
one beer commercial after another. Finally, | just aa age Ele! wee 
a couldn't make it to the set.” 26 Confused 
= Sroumsines BOG 4 
3) Pay eibate 2 Bae Woe 
33 Eaey deseo? Bae gece 
39 fioced = wn 
ihat's New — 1 ShmeNy? a all Mad ES -8 
RK \ fun r 23 Fas a 
4) Ansar vow 
oa CNA : 42 Appendin wo 8 aoe WES 
J aUkcent iio 1258 
44 Allront 
46 Pichar Ryan 
q 47 Owercharge 8 Oertal exam? 
. 48 Doles (out) 9 Fluttery thers 
50 Charmourg she —-10 Soltening EE EF 
Saute ac) ta mooted ane 2 
~ 54 Stoo pigeon 13 Woods nval gon 2 
Fant e 55 Deer Me white 18 Omearrange 
Na 58 Figurative 21 Mounds of HE 
} : ia yguege manure Hao 
¥ \ 62 Satese stice 22 Chectian ate fe fottyay 
" ae $3 a Sh endl 23 Deugrior ol King [a] FIRE? 
y r qeeiure 24 Stys ferryrnan : an fora 
*p 65 Tread the 25 Appetizer es mS 
SES 66 Baltc or Barents: : iH] 5] 3/0) 
67 Gabor seter 23 Doers oA-on? aac 
1 Tree hic sane P Lsleinininfo[o Mio} 
2 Whitney known 32 Pul in new 


Sa 4 
Fee soke Ue eivin, - Otetrate < ee tien " «38. Arete 


_ ~ 3 4Of__ 1Sina 45 Encece with a 
Well, we find the musical electric chairs are more 5 Took ie pre bang S4 Rant's mae 59 Véest phn 
Ceci 


ae , » 8 e 47 Lone peas tie oe 60 Excte 
entertaining and they add a little suspense. ? Adsotule 49 Comeneatek: 63 Alirmative vole 
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A sad farewell to all 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion Editor 


My time 
at NECC and 
the Observer 
has come to 
an end. 

My reign 
as Observer 
fashion editor 
is also over, 
so take what I 
have written and put it to good use 
and please, NEVER WEAR SPAN- 
DEX EVER! If you’ve worn some- 
thing for a million years, please for 


Editor” Willis, Dallas was fun, ride 
‘em cowboy! Bill “the Pilgrim” 
Donovan, “Hooters” was fun, we’ll 
have to go again sometime and 
thanks for editing my articles, 
because | can’t spell! To Jared, my 
Triton alumni and smoking buddy in 
Dallas, thanks for constantly teasing 
me about being blonde. You’re just 
an angry little sports editor because 
the Sox blew it in Game 7! 

To my girls in Dallas, Veronica 
(V-Love,) Trish and Kelli, fun times 
in the hot tub. Never forget the 
Messiah (The Shirt!) and all the 
walls in the hotel! 

For someone who has never real- 
ly written for a paper, I appreciate all 


ee 


As all fashion trends do, my time 


here has ended. 


the love of fashion, do yourself a 
favor and throw it away! 

Anyways, to all the people | 
have worked with on the Observer, 
some I liked and some | definitely 
did not, I still 1 wish you all the best. 
Amy Callahan, thank you for not cri- 
tiquing my section, for letting me 
express my views without a lot of 
censorship. Because you probably 
should have for a few! To Dave “the 


NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 
The Key To Higher Learning is. . 


The UPS 


the NECC students who have made 
my section what it is. Thanks for all 
the letters and e-mails you guys sent 
me, they were very helpful. 

I will always look back at my 
time at the Observer with fond mem- 


ories. I have learned a lot from all of 


you and will take that with me. | 
have to say, we are an eclectic group, 
with many different views and ideas 
about the world and how to go about 


living in it. I will miss you all. 

As all fashion trends do, my time 
here has ended. And | quote the 
amazing rock god Bono. “I’m ready, 
I’m ready for what’s next. I’m ready 
to duck, ready to dive. Ready to say 
I’m glad to be alive. I’m ready, I’m 
ready for the push.” 


www.rollingstone.com 


The rock god Bono 


You can get up to 


(KRT) How do you spell “per- 
sonal” with holiday gifts for girls 
or girls-at-heart? 

Most literally, with her own 
name or initial written all over it, 
as proof positive that you gave this 
some thought. 

Or through an off-the-beaten 
path boutique, a holiday bazaar or 
a museum shop to which you made 
a special trip. 

And, sometimes, even with a 
gift certificate, as long as there's 
some did-it-yourself addition to it. 

Here is a quick list of strate- 
gies that follow the season's spirit, 
sometimes to the letter. 

You can take it from here. 


M IS FOR MONOGRAM 

Here's the alphabet scoop: The 
letters for luxury this season aren’t 
necessarily LV for Louis Vuitton 
or CC for Chanel. 


Consider a sweater with a monogram. 


Personalize your 
gifts with initials 


Get her anything with her very 
own initial or name on it and 
you're as golden as one of the 
Three Wise Men. 

The variations on the theme 
are boundless. 

On Gossamer's “Little Miss 
Monogram” thong underwear 
come in a selection of letters ($19 
each at Bloomingdale's stores or 
www.bloomingdales.com),. 

For a cheeky hostess gift, 
there's even gold-monogrammed 
toilet paper ($16.95 for a two-roll 
gift box; check www.justtoiletpa- 
per.com.). 

Some other ideas: 

“Two Girls,” by artist Makeba 
Kedem-Dubose, available in a lim- 
ited-edition giclee print with dark 
wooden frame, $25, at Woman 
Made Gallery's Holiday Bazaar 
(www.womanmade.org.) 


EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


$23,000* 


for College Education Assistancell! 


“UPS Earn & Learn Program Guidelines Apply. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 
AT THE UPS CHELMSFORD FACILITY! 
APPLY TODAY AND GAIN VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE 
WITH A GROWING FORTUNE 500 COMPANY. 


ASK YOUR UPS st Fwooten ABOUT: 


¢ UPS Eam & Leon | Prograr n*C Loans « U 
with a Pcs kiy Pec 


* Fallime Benefits ating Weekly | 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your On-Campus Recrufer, 
Cali Gur Phone Mail: 

Rosa (Haverhill oes ner 978-44 i 369% Ext 

David (Haverhiii staal : 

Yaneira (Lawrence Cc 


Se ot cit S AAT BART 
Or : -978-441-34 G4 


AM 22 
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~ All I want for Christmas 


A reasonable list of 
Boston sports 
presents for Santa 


JARED PENDAK 


Well Santa, 
I think you'll 
agree that I’ve 
been a_ very 
good Boston 
sports fan this 
past year. I’ve 
stuck with all 


four major 
teams through 
their successes 


and failures, jubilation and anguish. 
In fact I think you, Santa, were a lot 
more naughty than I was in 2003 by 
giving the Yankees game seven of the 
A.L.C.S. I don’t think anyone around 
here deserved that, and | hope you 
gave yourself coal. But I still appre- 
ciate your ability to deliver sports 
presents, and if you could please 
adhere to these simple requests, I 
promise to be just as good in 2004. 
For your convenience, I neatly 
placed my wishes under respective 
team categories. That should make 
for extra brownie points for me, and 
you can be sure plenty of cookies 
will await you on my kitchen table, 
so long as I feel you’Il make good in 
delivering these reasonable wishes: 


Red Sox 


+ A-Rod to Boston. Please, 
please, PLEASE SANTA! The 
Manny-for-Rodriguez deal has 
seemed so close recently that I’m 
ready to fly to the winter meetings in 
New Orleans to protest that they stop 
this maddening anticipation and get 
the deal done. It would truly work 
wonders for the Sox if they had Alex 
Rodriguez on the roster. As far as 
Nomar, it’s unfortunate that such a 
treasured component of the Red Sox 
since 1997 would undoubtedly be 
traded if the Sox brass lands A-Rod, 
but Garciaparra was given every 
opportunity to secure his future with 
Boston yet declined several contract 
extension offers. Sorry, Nomar, your 
agent’s an idiot. Have fun on the west 
coast. 


* A more dedicated John 
Henry. The principal owner of the 
Red Sox has vowed that he’ll refuse 
to have a payroll large enough to be 
required to pay the recently imposed 
MLB luxury tax. This is scary. With 
no salary cap in baseball, teams are 
forced to, as sad as it is, essentially 
buy themselves a chance at a World 
Series title. If Henry is truly passion- 
ate about bringing a championship to 
Boston, he'll go after the best possi- 
ble lineup for the Sox, even if it 
means biting the financial bullet and 
paying the luxury tax. You can be 
sure that a certain George 
Steinbrenner in New York will be 
paying it, and a big part of the Red 
Sox” success is and will be deter- 
mined by how the front office coun- 
teracts moves made by the Yankees. 


+ Keith Foulke in a Red Sox 
uniform.* One of the only particles 
that the Red Sox continue to lack is a 
dominating closer. Catastrophes like 
that game seven downfall could be 
avoided if the starting pitchers can be 
replaced by a fully reliable closer, 
and who better to fill that void than a 
passionate player like Foulke who 


led the American League in saves last 
year with Oakland (43). 


* Green Monster tickets in ‘04 
Even though they obstruct most of 
the view of the famous Citgo sign, 
the Monster seats added to Fenway 
Park at the start of ‘03 are a welcome 
commodity, and I was deprived of 
what must be a terrific view from up 
there all of last season. Please allow 
me to get my hands on a pair of tick- 
ets this year, Santa, and if possible, 
try to keep them under $200 apiece. 


Good decision-making by Terry 
Francona. Besides Curt Schilling 
having his throwing arm amputated, 
the last thing the Red Sox need is 
bonehead decisions by the new man- 
ager. Francona is a proven discipli- 
narian who establishes great relation- 
ships with his players, both valuable 
qualities, but if he doesn’t come 
through with sound fundamental 
choices on the diamond in °04 the 
Sox will be in for a disappointing 
campaign. 


Patriots 


* More plausible perspective 
from local media. Much of the con- 
tingency of radio and television 
Boston sports media personnel has 
been blowing the Pats’ success this 
season out of proportion tenfold. 
“Analysis” such as “The Patriots 
should have 
no problem 


winning out 
the rest of 
their sched- 
ule,” and 
“There isn’t a 
team out 
there right 
now that can 
beat the 
Patriots” is 
giving me an 
ulcer. When 
will they 


come to terms 
with the reali- 
ty that any 
team can beat 
any team ona 
given day in 
the NFL? If 
they had any 
real integrity, 


they'd focus If Santa Claus takes heed of my Christmas list, Boston will be an even bet- 


absence—a big reason the Pats have 
kept winning—dissimilar to last sea- 
son when the team fell apart follow- 
ing an injury to Brown. Even with 
the Patriots’ solid depth, Brown’s 
irreplaceable veteran presence and 
the respect he gets from opposing 
defenses will be vital as the team 
looks to finish the regular season 
strong and make things happen in the 
playoffs. 


+ Areturn of Ty Law next sea- 
son. Much like the dealings with for- 
mer Patriots safety Lawyer Milloy 
last offseason, the Pats will be look- 
ing to restructure Law’s $50 million 
contract heading into °04. But unlike 
Milloy’s second-to-last contracted 
season in New England (’02), Law is 
actually putting up numbers in his— 
big numbers (59 tackles, 5 intercep- 
tions and 19 passes defended through 
13 games this year). Law has uttered, 
“No cuts” in response to questions 
about his contract in the past, and 
that will be the key; if the Patriots 
can spread out the money owed to 
Law so that he doesn’t actually loose 
any of it but rather has it guaranteed 
over a longer period of time, with an 
extension favorable to team salary 
cap issues, both sides will be happy 
and he’ ll stay where he belongs in the 
Pats’ secondary. Thanks, Santa. This 
one’s important. 


Photo courtesy www.harvard.edu 


their reporting ter place to follow pro sports. 


on the Pats’ 

next opponent without looking ahead 
so much. After all, the team collec- 
tively takes that approach and it inar- 
guably helps them win games. | real- 
ize that one of the media’s main func- 
tions is speculation, but if] hear New 
England Cable News’s Chris Collins 
proclaim, “If the Pats don’t win the 
Super Bowl this year it will be a 
major disappointment” or “I already 
have my reservations for Houston” 
as if he’s not being a complete moron 
one more time, | just might have to 
seek and destroy. Doesn't Collins 
remember Pittsburgh players reserv- 
ing tickets for New Orleans before 
losing to the Pats in the AFC 
Championship game? Smarten up! 


* A healthy Troy Brown. As if 
New England’s early-season bom- 
bardment of injuries wasn’t bad 
enough, Brown’s leg injury sustained 
in the Pats’ 30-26 win at Denver on 
Nov. 3 was potentially devastating, 
especially with fellow starting wide- 
out David Patten out for the season 
on injured reserve. Second-year 
receivers Deion Branch and David 
Givens have done well in their 


* Solid punting. New England 
has been the unfortunate sufferer of 
terrible punting this season. When 
Ken Walter was cut on Dec. 3, he 
averaged an NFL-low 37.9-yard 
gross average and 33.5 net. Amazing 
as it sounds, his replacement Brooks 
Barnard was even worse in his rook- 
ie debut against Miami Dec. 7 with 
36.5 gross and 32.5 net averages on 
ten punts. Now Walter’s back, and 
Bill Belichick has implied that men- 
tal troubles may have been cause for 
his struggles. Santa, please help 
Walter overcome his apparent schiz- 
ophrenia and return to his 2001 form, 
when he helped show that special 
teams can be as big a part of winning 
championships as defense. 


A running game. Not to sug- 
gest that it’s impossible to win with- 
out it—the Pats have proven that 
notion false in nearly every game this 
season—but they’ll need to develop 
some efficiency on the ground head- 
ing into the final two games of the 
season (both cold weather games) 
and as they prepare to enter the 
Dance. If New England can generate 


at least enough ground production to 
force the attention of opponents (100 
+ yards per game), opportunities will 
increase for play action and the pass- 
ing game, which is what the Pats will 
have to continue winning with offen- 
sively since running game domi- 
nance appears out of question. How 
about it Santa? Can Antowain Smith, 
Kevin Faulk and Mike Cloud at least 
combine for over 100 yards in a 
game? Make it two, will ‘ya? Please? 
C’mon it never happens! 


Celtics 


* No more injuries. The chief 
acquisition of the Celtics’ Antoine 
Walker trade with Dallas, center/for- 
ward Raef Lafrentz, came to town at 
the beginning of the season with a 
bum knee and still isn’t fully recov- 
ered. D’oh! Then Jiri Welch, who had 
been emerging as a_ significant 
swingman during the C’s recent four- 
game winning streak, left last 
Wednesday's win over Seattle in the 
third quarter with 17 points and a 
mild ankle sprain. Yikes. Add in the 
ailments of trade pickup Chris Mills 
and rookies Brandon Hunter and 
Kendrick Perkins, and the Celtics 
new cast of players seems to be wear- 
ing a lot of them. Given that new 
Director of Basketball Operations 
Danny Ainge has transformed the 
club from legitimate contender into a 
team resembling one in rebuild- 
mode, the C’s 
need to stay 
as healthy as 
possible to 
have a shot at 
success this 
year. 


* An 
attitude 
check for 
Paul Pierce. 
Say, whatev- 
er happened 
sta to Pierce? He 
was so hum- 
ble and classy 
during the 
Rick Pitino 
regime, but 
ever since 
about the 
time the C’s 
were playing 
New Jersey in 
the Eastern 
Conference 
Finals back in 02, his demeanor has 
been overly casual and borderline 
cocky. Pierce has recently said that 
the rest of the team has to stop rely- 
ing on him so much to win games. | 
find it tough to blame Pierce’s team- 
mates—if I was on the same squad as 
someone who strolled the court with 
such an annoying look of arrogance, 
I'd throw the ball at him too. Pierce 
is the man, but Santa, please send his 
head back from the North Pole. 


* More complaining from 
Antoine Walker.* Old ‘Twoine is 
still distraught about being traded to 
Dallas and dwells on the fact that 
Danny Ainge, while was a color ana- 
lyst on TNT, bashed him on the air. 
Walker also insists that Ainge’s deci- 
sion to trade him was merely an 
attempt to “set his career back,” as if 
it had nothing to do with what Ainge 
thought was best for the team. Great 
theater, isn’t it? Walker also implied 
several times in a recent interview 
with the Boston Globe that he wishes 
he never left Boston. I miss having 
Walker on the Celtics, so it’s nice to 
know that he misses being here, too. 


Though I generally support both 
Ainge and the trade, | think Walker's 
animosity towards Ainge is at least 
somewhat appropriate and it would 
be fun to hear him keep talking about 
it. 


+ In the words of Tommy 
Heinson: Take it to the hoop! The 
Celtics have lived and died by the 
three-point shot in recent seasons 
under coach Jim O’Brien, but it’s 
becoming clear that that attack 
method isn’t going to work as much 
with Boston’s current crop of shoot- 
ers. Wihotut Walker, who led the C’s 
in treys both made and attempted for 
each of the last three seasons, the C’s 
were hitting .338 pet. as a team from 
three-point land this year, with only 
one player, Walter McCarty, shooting 
400 or better from beyond the are. 
The more points in the paint the C’s 
can achieve, the more that all-impor- 
tant number in the win column will 
increase. You can’t hide your ESP 
powers, St. Nick, please use them to 
help the Celtics understand this so 
that they may return to the playoffs. 


Bruins 


* New Owner. Jeremy Jacobs 
has had since 1973 to prove himself 
to fans, and he simply refuses to act 
any way that would convince anyone 
he’s dedicated to bringing a Stanley 
Cup back to Bean Town. Ambitions 
of anything less, of course, is ludi- 
crous for an owner. Jacobs isn’t trust- 
ed, and rightfully so. He pays far too 
much attention to the “bottom line” 
(profit) aspect of hockey, and now 
the bottom line should be an effort to 
get him out of town. 


+ A healthy Sergei Samsonov 
When the star left winger was active 
throughout 2001-'02 and totaled 70 
points, the B’s steamrolled through 
the regular season and earned the No. 
1 seed in the Eastern Conference 
playoffs. Boston sat in first place all 
through the early months of last sea- 
son as well, until a severe wrist 
injury to Samsonov (out 50 games) 
directly coincided with an immense 
struggling period for the B’s, who 
ended up finishing the season in the 
No. 7 spot. Samsonov’s presence is 
vital, but he also must regain his 
scoring touch. So far this season, 
Sammy has complemented Joe 
Thorton’s 29 points through 29 
games with just 16 total points of his 
own. 


* Adequate fan support. 
Another home game for the Bruins, 
another sea of empty yellow seats. | 
understand that it’s tough to make it 
to the Fleet Center especially on 
weeknights, but television ratings are 
down as well and to me it’s a shock 
since the B’s are in the midst of a 
promising year. Granted, they’ve had 
trouble tallying W's lately, but it’s 
not reasonable to give up on them so 
early in the season. Santa, please let 
people who call themselves Boston 
sports fans but who don’t follow the 
B’s realize that hockey isnt boring 
and get into it already. 


Thank you very much, Santa. 
You're the greatest weird old guy ina 
red suit who ever existed. 

P.S. I know you’re plenty experi- 
enced, but be extra careful as you 
tour the chimneys this Christmas 
Eve. A certain Sports Editor just 
might have an ice ball ready to chuck 
at you for giving Yankees fans the 
gift of game seven last year. 
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Meet Sercan Fenerci Is Danny Ainge ruining the 


he al - Celtics? 


December 16, 1980 
Istanbul, Turkey 


lietpfal, Heaitl Maive : By David WILLIS By JARED PENDAK 
Holiday Recip Geral Studies Editor Sports Editor 
Career goal When Danny Ainge was hired as Boston’s new Director of 
Basketball payer the Celtics Director of Basketball Basketball Operations, former 
Operations, | was really excited. Celtics guard Danny Ainge, is in 


“Yes, a true Celtic has come affect taking a step backward in 


Favorite basketball element home to bring his team back to the order to eventually move the 


Offensive rebounding promised land,” I thought as | imag- Celtics forward. Granted, it might 
ined the former Celtics guard holding seem unnecessary for Ainge to 
‘Other favorite sport up a NBA Championship trophy, this “rebuild” a team that had already 
Soccer time as a team manager. established itself as a legitimate 
Damn, was I wrong. Eastern Conference force (the C’s 
X Less than a year into his reign as advanced to at least the semi-final 
Favorite NBA team the head guy in Celtics management, round of the playoffs each of the 
Dallas Mavericks the man who played alongside the — last two seasons with a conference 
“Big Three” of Larry Bird, Kevin finals appearance in 2002). But 
Favorite MLB team McHale and Robert Parish, has taken Ainge knew that a foundation rely- 
our beloved boys in green and made ing on the Paul Pierce-Antoine 
New York Yankees them into a laughing stock. Walker combination wasn’t favor- 
Ok, so I’m getting a little ablefor the potential long-term suc- 

Favorite NFL team extreme, but look what he has done to cess of the C’s. 
New England Patriots the team, or even more so, hasn’t While observing Boston in the 
done. midst of what could be a sub-par 


Gone is All-Star forward Antoine — year is difficult for fans, our best 


Favorite TV show Walker. Granted, | was not the bet is to trust that Ainge’s plans 


“NBA Action” biggest Walker fan, but he was still will eventually work. Even this 

one heck of a scorer, and a solid season, the team’s woes aren't a 

Favorite movies leader. Sure, he had a tendency to result of the newcomers—Raef 

“Braveheart” and “Face/Off’ throw up a three-pointer at a very Lafrentz, Mike James, Jermaine 

inopportune time, but at least he put Jones and Jiri Welch, namely—not 

: the ball in through the basket. possessing talent. Naturally, it will 

Favorite musicai artist The absence of Walker has hada take these players until at least 

P Diddy clear effect on superstar Paul Pearce’s midseason before they’re fully 

game, because no matter how hard he comfortable with Coach Jim 

Jared Pendak photo tries to be a team player, ifthe Celtics O’Brien’s game plans and 


are to be successful, he needs to score schemes. As fans we’re impatient, 


9 : almost every time down court. but once Celtics’ veterans Paul 
S enercl among: es Even the presence of veteran Pierce, Vin Baker, Eric Williams, 


guard Tony Delk would be help, but Tony Battie and Mark Blount, 


he’s in Dallas with ‘Toine. along with O’Brien, are able to 
When he has the ball, you’d better get in his face. Fenerci thrives with numerous motives to excel on the What did Ainge get in exchange — gain familiarity with the newcom- 


When he goes for the ball, you'd better get out of the way. court, nothing mor so than the thrill of victory. “I just want for the two proven NBA scorers? ers and vice-versa, Boston will 
One of the National Junior College Athletic to win, that’s the whole point. I just want to win. I hate los- Well, he got a few guys who are begin winning much more consis- 
Association’s top athletes is NECC Men’s basketball’s ing. I try to give all my effort on the court and I love play- unproven and will do very little down _ tently thanks to a well-developed 


Serean Fenerci. Official stat sheets released Dec. 10 have _ ing as a team with teammates.” the stretch if the Celts are going to team chemistry that takes time to 
Fenerci, a 6°6” guard/forward for the The Knights’ handful of tough, nail- compete. facilitate. And let’s not forget, 
Knights, listed number one in rebounds biting losses this season has naturally | am very high in regards to the  Lafrentz has led the NBA in blocks 
in the region and number four in the —_¢¢-— frustrated Fenerci, but he understands potential of Jiri Welch, but he’s not (*02) and is currently only playing 
entire NJCAA, nation-wide. Aside from that the team is not far off from being a going to help the Celtics compete this at about 70 percent due to injury. 
his remarkable 149 boards through ten 1 1 formidable contender and still has a shot year. And Reaf LaFrentz, | wouldn’t At 6711”, he’ll become more of a 
games, Fenerci’s 151 points and 15.7 tjust ant i Ndea at success second semester. expect much out of him. powerful presence, especially on 
points per game were tops on the that’s the whole “We lost some games this first This trade was Ainge’s fault. It the defensive end, as he regains 
Knights and fourteenth in the region. point semester, but it wasn’t that bad because was clear that he wasn’t getting equal health and his minutes increase. 

A native of Turkey, Fenerci brought ; . we play well as a team,” Fenerci noted. value, but he just needed to get rid of It’s tough to stomach any los- 
ten years of basketball experience to the —Sercan Fenerci “Most of the games we lost were only the ego-driven Walker. ing season, but Ainge’s instincts 
United States when he arrived three by two or three points. We'll get them The only reason that I’m not and sound decision-making will 
years ago. Keeping steady his lofty bas- next semester. going to say the Celts are out of it is | eventually improve the Celtics, 
ketball ambitions (he hopes to be a pro), “We came back in two games after because they play in the lousy Eastern making the struggles evident in the 
Fenerci has developed into the most feared attribute the | we were down like 16 points. We came back in the second Conference. But if they expect to early stages of this year’s cam- 
Knights possess. half and played good basketball. We just haven’t finished. really compete in the near future, Mr. paign nothing more than an evil 

“My first goal when I came to America was to keep | absolutely think that we have a promisng second semes- Ainge better to be ready to make necessary. 
playing basketball and get on a college team,” said ter ahead of us.” some REAL trades. 

Fenerci, who turned 23 years old yesterday. -Jared Pendak 


Boston Sports Wrap up 


Patriots: with two games remaining against sub.-500 divsion opponents New York and Buffalo, AFC East champion New 


England already has its best regular season in franchise history on record as the Pats stand in the AFC’s number one position at 12-2. 
The mark surpasses six other seasons (1976, ‘78, ‘85-’86, ‘96, 2001) in which New England totaled 11 wins, its previous regular season 


best. The Pats play this Saturday night in a prime time game against the Jets before the regular season finale against the Bills at home. 


Red Sox: Boston landed free agent closer Keith Foulke, who led the American League with 43 saves last season for Oakland. 
Foulke signed a four-year deal and joins a much-improved Red Sox pitching staff that had already added Curt Schilling earlier in the 
offseason. Efforts to acquire 2003 A.L. MVP shortstop Alex Rodriguez through a trade with Texas for Manny Ramirez remain ongoing. 


Celtics: at press time, the C’s were winners of five straight games to claw back to .500 at 12-12, good enough for a first place tie 
with Philadelphia atop the Eastern Conference's Atlantic Divison. oe 


$ 


Bruins: Boston snapped a five-game winless streak with a 3-2 win over Ottawa on Dec. 13, improving to 13-6-7-4 with 37 points. 
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Scenes from the Northern Essex 
children’s holiday party 


Cousins Chanel Trouno and Micah Puello, both 7 years old, have their faces NECC baseball players Adam DelRio, standing, and Bryan Murphy help children 
painted and are making gingerbread people. such as Kelsey Shain make reindeer. 


va 


Lauren Carroll photo Lauren Carroll photo 


Liza Ruiz, 4, left, and Idaliz Ruiz, 5, make stick people skiing out of pipe cleaners and Kayla Mcguire, nine years old, gets her face painted and enjoys a pair of 
popsicle sticks. reindeer antlers. 


